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called the corpus lutcum (yellow body); it elaborates a hor-
mone named progestin; when referring to it in pure crystalline
form, it is called progesterone.

The ovum itself when discharged from the ovary is imma-
ture. Maturation occurs during its progress along the Fallo-
pian or uterine tube. The Fallopian tubes (called oviducts in
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Fig. 14-2   Drawing of a Graafian follicle approach-
ing maturity.
animals) are two ducts, one on either side, possessing a trumpet-
shaped extremity with a fringed rim which lies in close rela-
tion to the ovary (Fig. 14-3). This expanded upper end of the
Fallopian tube receives the ovum, which is then conveyed along
the duct by the movement of the cilia in its mucosa, as well
as by peristaltic contractions of its wall. The Fallopian tubes
open below into the upper part of the uterus (womb). Con-
jugation of the ovum with the male germ cell (spermatazoon),
or fertilization of the ovum, as this event is usually termed, is
thought to take place in the Fallopian tube. In birds, the ovi-